My dear friends in Jesus Christ, fellow individual
consecrated to the Blessed Virgin Mary, may we all grow in
Holiness through the grace of our consecration and let us
continue to pray for one another, for the Priests, the
Bishops, the Pope and the whole church so that we may be
led truly to the triumph of the Immaculate Heart of the
Blessed Virgin Mary and the Triumph of our Blessed King
our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns forever and ever.
Amen.
Fr. Cerlouie Jimenez
Spiritual Director for MI Okanagan

You Can Go Back
As time goes on and the years add up I look back.
I see the mistakes I have made, the wounds I have
caused and the hearts that I have broken.
I see the people I have overlooked and failed to reach
out to.
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I see friends whom I grew up with, people I have met,
those whom I have baptized and anointed and buried.
I see the people who have loved me and whom I have
loved.
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I see all of these people and many are here but most
are gone, moved on and somewhere else in life or no
longer in this world.

To lead every individual with Mary to the Sacred Heart of
Jesus. -St. Maximilian Kolbe

How can you go back and say you are sorry?
How can you show how grateful you are?
How can you say you love them? How do you let
them know?

This past month has been a month of consecrations. The
ordination of Fr. Salomon Beguel to the Holy Priesthood,
the consecration of the High Altar and indeed, the renewal
of our own consecration to the Blessed Virgin Mary,
through the Marian Movement of Priests and the Militia
Immaculate. Consecration to the Blessed Virgin Mary is one
of the thrusts of the Militia Immaculate and as envisioned
by St. Maximilian Kolbe, this consecration leads a person to
the Sacred Heart of our Lord Jesus Christ.
When we reflect upon our consecration, we keep in mind
the divine reality that we are set apart for a particular
purpose. Hence, to be consecrated to the Holy Orders
means that a man is set apart to advance and promote the
teachings of Holy Mother Church and to impart the
sacraments to the faithful. When a church and altar is
consecrated, it means that it is set apart for the Holy
Sacrifice of the Mass and worship meant for the
glorification of God, and as persons consecrated to the
Blessed Virgin Mary we are set apart for our Blessed
Mother’s purpose to grow more connected with our Lord
Jesus Christ as she said: “Do whatever He tells you.”
This consecration, especially that which pertains to us as
persons in our holy vocations, need constant renewal
because of the spiritual attacks that satan planned for our
destruction. And that is why as consecrated persons we need
to arm ourselves with prayers and devotions to the Blessed
Virgin Mary in order to withstand the forces of darkness.
Nowadays, we are bombarded by news of clerical abuse and
scandals and this is precisely a concrete reason why we need
to pray and offer sacrifices not only for priests but for the
whole church, so that in one way or another we may grow in
faithfulness to our first consecration that we received in our
Baptism.

Only in the Eucharist!
Only in the Eucharist can you go back.
For in the Eucharist there is no time or space.
The past and the present and future are all here.
Only in the Eucharist can you go back and say you are
sorry for the things you have done and the people you
have hurt.
Only in the Eucharist can you reach out to those you
overlooked and did not notice who were hungry and
lonely and lost.
Only in the Eucharist can you say I love you to all
those who are no longer around or have gone before
you.
For only in the Eucharist can you bring together all
those whom time and distance and the years have
separated.
Only in the Eucharist can you reach out and go back
and make peace and share love with all those people
whom you have embraced, touched, rubbed elbows,
cried and hurt and loved.
So in this Eucharist I wish to reach out to all those
whom I have hurt and neglected.
To all those who have touched me and helped me.
To all those who have loved me and forgiven me.
And make peace and forgiveness and love again.
For it is only in the Eucharist that the past can be
healed, we can live in peace today and have hope for
tomorrow.
Fr. Patrick Greenough, OFM ,Conv.
Spiritual Director of MI Canada

Our Destined Mission
For every single human being God has destined the
fulfillment of a determined mission on this earth. Even
from when he created the universe, he so directed
causes so that the chain of effects would be unbroken,
and that conditions and circumstances for the
fulfillment of this mission would be the most
appropriate and fitting. Further, every individual is
born with particular talents and gifts that are applicable
to, and in keeping with the assigned task, and so
throughout life the environment and circumstances so
arrange themselves as to make possible the
achievement of the goal and to facilitate its unfolding.
And it is perfectly in the attainment of this goal that all
human perfection is to be found. The more exactly
this is done, the more perfectly and completely the
mission is fulfilled, and the greater and holier in God’s
eyes does such a man become.
Apart from natural gifts, the grace of God accompanies
man from the womb to the tomb; it is poured out
upon in quantity and quality corresponding to his
mission.
(Taken from “The Will to Love”
Reflections for Daily Living by St. Maximilian Kolbe p.61)

Why MI? An Analogy
Mission/Militia of the Immaculata
A few weeks ago, I sat listening to a high school band
concert that was impressive for such a young, large
group of students. What was noteworthy was the
beautiful cadence of the harmonious intermittent
sounds of different musical instruments. How did all
this come about with such harmony and accentuation
of certain musical instruments with each one
contributing to the flow of the overall musical piece?
As I watched the director waving his wand in precision
to the musical flow, pointing intermittingly to various
musicians to join in the composition, his direction
highlighted the uniqueness of specific instruments that
contributed to the musical flow. As I observed the
movement of his wand, I realized the conductor is the
key to coordinating the timing and the harmony of this
beautiful symphony of sounds flowing from the
orchestra.
Without the conductor’s direction, the musicians could
still play skillfully the violin, the saxophone, the flute,
drums, etc. but, without his leadership, a cacophony of
sounds would erupt with discordant notes and poor
timing. He is indispensable in coordinating all this
musical talent into an orchestrated symphony of
harmonious, melodious sounds. The musicians look to
the conductor facing the band waiting for one’s
direction to play a specific instrument.
What does all this have to do with MI? This analogy is
similar to the relationship to MI and consecration to
Mary. When we are consecrated to Mary, we become
an instrument in her hands if we do our part and work
at entrusting oneself to her. Mary has a special role for
each one consecrated to her to play in the beautiful
orchestra of the symphony of Kingdom of God;
however, we need to spend time and effort in learning
how to live out our consecration to Mary in our daily
life. She is always before us and brings us into
communion with many other instruments similar to an
orchestra. Each person in the MI band has a part to
play in this great drama of bringing about the Kingdom
of Christ’s love through the triumph of the Immaculate
Heart of Mary.

A specific goal for 2019 is to pray for
priests in general and any particular priest
of personal interest.
Priests are especially ordained to offer the
perpetual Sacrifice of the Holy Mass
through which flows the life-giving
nourishment of the Holy Eucharist for our
salvation. Our prayers are a blessing to
them.
Prayer cards for priests are included to
assist us in praying daily for priests.

Mary, is the one who can bring about the great
symphony and peace of God’s love in our hearts if we
would only rely on her guidance. That is the spirit of
MI to allow Mary’s leadership to bring all the fervor of
Marian consecrated souls into a unity of a great
orchestra where Christ reigns in the human heart. This
happens gradually as our consecration is lived out
within the mission of the Church. Mary is the one who
brings out a beautiful harmonious sound from all the
musical instruments played if we remain united with
her under her universal banner – MI. Mary, our
spiritual mother, the great conductor of the orchestra
has a universal Mission in the world (Mission of the
Immaculata). The band members form the (Militia of
the Immaculata) called to serve in the spirit of love and
service for the new evangelization in the Church.
Without the conductor, there can be no harmonious
flow of Christ’s peaceful presence in our hearts and in
the world. The world “militia” implies a mission. It is
Mary’s mission that is the key to this whole symphony.
Annette Leib
Coordinator of MI Okanagan

