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Saint Maximillian's Drive Toward Martyrdom

Martyrdom in his | A painful childhood and youth: the death of his young
childhood brothers, the family poverty, the hardships of his parents.

Martyrdom in his | Fraternal misunderstandings of his prophetic mission, poverty
adult years and difficulty in the pioneer missionary activity. Sickness.

Martyrdom in his | Arrest, imprisonment, and death in the concentration camp.
final days

The mystery of the cross marked Maximillian's entire life. The constant pull toward
martyrdom enveloped his existence, and embraced the two world wars. The death
of his young brothers and the poverty of his family which forced them to make
great sacrifices, characterized Kolbe's childhood. Little Raymond grew up amidst
his loved ones' sorrow, yet was consoled by the Immaculata. He readily accepted
with enthusiasm the crowns of purity and martyrdom from Her. Even Brother
Maximillian's life in the friary was filled with moments of sorrow and trial. Brother
Maximillian, beginning in his formation, showed himself an authentic pioneer and
Franciscan missionary. The Militia, the Knight, and the City of the Immaculata not
only expressed his natural inspirations, but also extreme docility to the Holy Spirit's
movements, which he always tried to follow. His superiors and brothers often made
him suffer by their closure to the supernatural novelty. Still, he serenely persevered,
certain the cross purifies and blesses every activity coming from the Almighty.

Physical suffering factored into this cross. His unstable health caused him to enter
a sanatorium, and often created big problems. Finally, the martyrdom in Auschwitz
was not only his heroic death for the father of a family. He also bore the day to day
weariness of humiliation, physical suffering and the need to spiritually sustain the
faith of his companions. This hypothesis of martyrdom showed itself throughout
his life. Giving his life happened day by day, in the friary and apostolate, in his
simple attempts to lead men to the joy of holiness, and the loving presence of God
and the Immaculata. He spent his life in
community, enriching his mission through the
exercise of the virtue of patience and the spirit of
oblation. They were two forms of martyrdom, a
precious and painful prelude to the highest
sacrifice of Auschwitz. Definitely, being a martyr,
that is to say, testifying to the faith in an extreme
manner, was in the DNA of Saint Maximilian who
made of this dimension of his spiritual journey the
most precious element of his apostolate.

-Fr. Raffaele Di Muro,
Ml International Assistant
Translated by Antonia Velasco & Ann O’Donnell
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For Reflection

Reflect on the following words of Saint Maximilian:

“What great echo does the mere invocation of “Mary” - perhaps with a soul steeped in darkness, dryness, and
even in the misfortune of sin - produce in her Heart who loves us so much!”(KW 509)

“Let ourselves be led more and more perfectly by the Immaculata, to any place and in any way she wants to
take us, so that, by fulfilling our duties well, we may help to ensure that all souls are won over to her love." (KW
960).

"You alone have destroyed all heresies in the entire world. Let me be a fit instrument in your immaculate and
merciful hands for introducing and increasing your glory to the greatest possible degree in all the many strayed
and indifferent souls, and thus help extend, as far as possible, the blessed kingdom of the Most Sacred Heart of
Jesus. For wherever you enter, you obtain the grace of conversion and growth in holiness, since it is through
your hands that all graces come to us from the Most Sweet Heart of Jesus. " (KW 37)
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KcPor’c of M| International for the [ lective Asscmblg

Rome, February 5-7, 2016 by Fr. Raffaele Di Muro

The journey of the MI on an international level was shaken by the sudden death of its President, Raffaella
Aguzzoni. If, on the one hand, her death is a source of great pain and loss, on the other hand she left a precious
heritage that must be cultivated and valued as the result of a vision that could be called prophetic. In fact, the
late mourned "Raffa", in sharing with the International Council, had outlined the following important goals.

- To foster communion among members of the Ml all over the world. What matters is working together as a
“team” in a spirit of unity and harmony, regardless of any differences, rather than efficiency itself. Patience and
perseverance turn out as the fundamental virtues for this.

- To train lay “leaders” that can make the most of the MI apostolate in all areas of society and in every
country of the world, and to form well-trained assistants
to ensure fidelity to Kolbe's charisma and prophecy.

- To create structures equipped with Presidents and
Councils within the MI, in accord with the new General
Statutes, which can promote the work as a “team”,
avoiding the risks of solitary and sterile efforts.

- To increase the value of the entrustment-
consecration to the Immaculate, who is and remains the
heart of the MI spirituality, rediscovering above all the
missionary aspect, sometimes dormant or forgotten.

- To spread the MlI's formation, offering the Kolbean
itinerary, both in Poland and Rome, as a time of reflection
and deep spiritual experience.

- To help the MI International Center to grow and
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develop through a greater collaboration with the National Centers, with whom it is essential to weave tighter
bonds.

- To strengthen the youth movement now when the Ml International is a part of the organizing committee of
World Youth Day.

- To stabilize the economic security of the International Center, little supported by the National Centers.

- To publicize the formation of Miles Immaculatae that deserves to be published in multiple languages
(currently there are only Italian and Polish editions).

- To promote the Writings of Kolbe in all languages (we greet with joy the English language version and the
translation project in Croatian).

With her insights and her confrontation with the International Council, Raffaella has charted a way forward that
is worth pursuing because it is in line with what the Church asks of our movement. The points just mentioned
are an itinerary already started with goals yet to be achieved in their fullness.

Among the greatest achievements of the MI Council is the Holy See's approval of the renewed General
Statutes, fruit of a long process, which now allow our Association to move more in line with the current needs
of the Church. Obviously, there is still much work to be done, especially in making them known and their
implementation.

From February 5 to 7 the International Assembly will be held. It will elect the new President. It is a great
challenge, which, if accepted with faith and willingness, will allow the movement to continue the work of
Raffaella and of the Council, reaching the results required by the prophecy that the Ml represents and by the
path that the Church walks.

The new President and the Council will have to schedule two events of great importance for the progress of the
Association:

- The organization of the Fatima Congress, scheduled for late October 2016;
- The preparation and implementation of the centenary celebrations of the Ml in the year 2017.

These are strategic events for conferring on the Ml the missionary impulse, which is proper to our movement,
according to the teachings of St. Maximilian and those who have been a part of this long-time journey.

In addition, several important visits are being planned to Ml national sites:

- In Spain, where there is the birth of the M.I., young and promising (there are two visits planned in 2016).

- InPoland, October of this year, there will be the renewal of the government of the MI.

- In the US and Brazil where local assemblies will be held that will confirm the achievements done in these
countries.

- In Asia, with particular reference to the movement in Japan, Korea and India, which are very alive but poorly
connected to the international indications.

- In Africa, where the Ml is growing in Burkina Faso, Kenya and the Ivory Coast. These realities need help to
grow and be supported.

The Ml is expected to be an ambitious project that involves prayer and application. We believe that Raffaella is
our angel in heaven. She, along with St. Maximilian and the Immaculate, watch over our steps. We are very
grateful to her and we feel intensely her presence.

Rome, February 5, 2016
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